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For the Christian Herald. 
Execesis or Matruew, xii. 43—5. 


Anunclean spirit, when heis gone out of a man, wandereth over parched deserts in search 
v a resting-place.—/nd not finding any, he saith, | will return to my house whence 
came; and being come, he findeth it empty, swept, and furnished .— Whereupon 

he goeth, and bringeth with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and 
having entered, they dwell there ; and the last state of that man becometh worse than 
the first : thus will it also fare with this evil race—Dr. CamPpBELL’s TRANSLATION. 


An acquaintance with the natural history of Judea, with the man- 
ners and opinions, the domestic habits, and the public institutions of 
the Jews, will enable the student of the Bible not only to appreciate 
more justly the beauties of its style, but to understand many of its al- 
lusions and passages which might otherwise be obscure, insipid, or 
even unintelligible. In some cases, a knowledge of Jewish antiquities 
furnishes the only clue that can be obtained to the meaning of a pas- 
sage, while in other cases, it only gratifies a very laudable curiosity, 
by developing the nicer shades of thought, and the latent excellencies 
of imagery and expression. If we wish to sit in judgment on the literary 
merits of the Bible, to ascertain the precise meaning of all its parts, or 
catch the high and holy enthusiasm which animated its authors, as, 
rapt with a divine inspiration, they tuned the harp of poetry and of 
prophecy to strains of unearthly sweetness and sublimity, we must 
unlock the treasures of Hebrew literature, and transport ourselves, 
in imagination, to that world of feeling, and ideas, and sensible ob- 
jects, in which the Jews were placed. 

By recurring to the opinions which prevailed in the time of our 
Saviour, we may throw light on the parable quoted at the head of 
this article. We learn from writers both before and after the ad- 
vent of Christ, that it was an article of popular belief among the 
Jews and their pagan cotemporaries, that evil Spirits had power over 
the minds and the bodies of men ; that they could rule the elements, 
and inflict mental and corporeal diseases. These malignant spirits, 
called demons, were supposed by pagan writers to be the ghosts of 
departed men; by the Jews, apostate angels, and by some of the 
Christian Fathers, the mongrel offspring of certain angels and ‘‘ the 
daughters of men.’ It is quite unnecessary to my present purpose, 
to reconcile, or refute these different opinions. It is enough to 
know, that demons were supposed to reside in men, to take delight 
in afflicting them with various diseases, and when expelled, to wan- 
der in unfrequented places, as a punishment for their crimes, until 
they returned to their former residence, or took possession of some 
other person. Whenever they did return te their victim, the mala- 
C. Hrrazp, No. 234. 33 





































oe ee 





: ine Oe — —— ea 


ye elm 


eS 


Fp SS a 


OOS gaa 


aa 


; 
i 








258 | Miscellany. 


dies which they were said to produce became far more severe and 
alarming. 

These are all the facts with which we need to be acquainted in 
order to explain the parable before us ; for, whether the doctrine of 
demoniacal influence be true or false, this passage of Scripture pro- 
ceeds upon the supposition that it was believed by those whom Christ 
addressed. It may not, however, be improper to state a few consi- 
derations in favour of the common opinion of real demoniacal posses- 
sions, which are suggested by this parable. 

I. It is impossible to disprove the existence of demons, and the re- 
ality of their influence over human beings. As they cannot come un- 
der the inspection of any one of our senses, and as all the evidence 
that we can gather from the Bible seems to confirm the popular belief, 
it would be presumptuous to deny their existence and influence, 
The goodness of God may, perhaps, seem to afford an argument to 
our opponents ; but it is the mere semblance of an argument ; for 
it is met and overcome by the analogous fact, that God permits wick- 
ed men to exert an influence, equally inconsistent with his benevo- 
lence, and far more peruicious, if possible, to the best interests of 
the human family. 

Il. Christ and the writers of the New Testament speak of demons 
and demoniacal possession, just as they would have spoken, had de- 
mons been the real causes of the mental and corporeal diseases as- 
cribed to them. They describe their influence ; they state their num-: 
ber ; and they represent them as endowed with thought and animat- 
ed with feeling; as possessing superior strength, acknowledging the real 
character of Christ, and conversing like intelligent but malicious be- 
ings. Had the evangelists wished to inculcate the belief of demo- 
niacal possession, could they have used plainer, more unequivocal 
language ? Now, let it be remembered that the Jews firmly believed 
in real possessions ; that this belief, if erroneous, is a very perni- 
cious one, productive, in the view of our opponents, of the most de- 
basing superstitions, and subversive of the only evidence on which 
Christianity can rest ; and it will appear incredible, that Christ, so 
far from discountenancing this baneful error, has invariably spoken 
in such a way as to confirm and extend it. If demoniacal possession 
were a mere chimera of a phrenzied imagination, he must have 
known it ; and his benevolence would have prompted him to break 
the delusive spell of superstition which bound the minds of his co- 
temporaries. But all that is said in the New Testament on this sub- 
ject, goes to prove that Christ and his apostles believed in the influ- 
ence of demons ;—and we must, therefore, reject the claims of the 
former, and the inspiration of the latter, or admit the doctrine of real 
possession. 

The explanation of this parable, taken in connexion with the con- 
text, and in view of the facts which have been stated, is easy and 
obvious. The Jews had alleged that Christ performed miracles by 
the assistance of the prince of demons ; and, with an obstinate and 
evasive incredulity, they requested such a sign from heaven as they 
had expected would attend the Messiah’s advent. In his reply 
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he not_ only refuted the charge of having intercourse withBeel- 
zebub, but proceeded to reprove them for refusing to receive his mes- 
sage, attested, as it was, by the most unblemished character, and the 
most splendid miracles. He assured them that the men of Nineveh, 
and the queen of the South, would rise up in judgment against them, 
because they had shut their eyes against the light which shone from 
heaven, and hardened their hearts against the pleadings of redeeming 
love. He then introduces the parable under consideration ; by which 
he teaches, that as a demon, when he returns after bis expulsion to 
seize again upon his victiin, comes back with a seven-fold influence, 
so the Jews, unless they became thoroughly and permanently reform- 
ed under his instructions,would relapse into deeper guilt, and be 
prepared for a more appalling doom. The entire parable, with its 
attendant circumstances—an impure spirit, wandering through lonely 
deserts—the house which he had left, prepared to receive him—and 
seven spirits, (by which the Jews were accustomed to express an infin- 
ite number, ) worse than himself, associated with him on his return—is 
an allegorical representation, while the moral lesson which it incul- 
cates is obvious and impressive. We need only imagine ourselves in 
the place of the Jews, to perceive the full force of the reproof, the 
instruction, and the warning conveyed in this short parable. — Its ap- 
plication to men in all ages and circumstances is very easy, just, and 
forcible. It illustrates the guilt and danger of abusing religious 
privileges. The minister of the Gospel may read it as an ominous 
warning in the ear of him who is deaf to the calls of mercy, who 
hardens his heart, or becomes but partially reformed under the 
means of grace. ‘The awakened sinner, who just begins to perceive 
his guilt and his danger, to correct the most obvious irregularities in 
his conduct, or inquire with sincere earnestness what he must do to 
be saved, should peruse this parable again and again, until all the 
energies of his soul are enlisted in the pursuit of his eternal salva- 
tion. It addresses an awful and alarming admonition to the subjects 
of special divine influence, and to those who live in the midst of re- 
vivals of religion. It teaches all who are favoured with the means 
of salvation, that if the privileges they enjoy do not raise them to a 
higher degree of moral excellence, and fit them for purer and subli- 
mer enjoyments above, they will most assuredly stamp on their souls 
a blacker stain of guilt, and plunge them at last more deeply in des- 
pair and wretchedness. And long should this monitory voice of hea- 
ven ring in our ears. Never should we forget, that the abuse of 
those mercies which God is lavishing so profusely upon us, will call 
down his direst vengeance on our guilty heads ; that all the motives 
which are addressed to our hopes and fears, if they do not melt, will 
harden our hearts ; that every Sabbath which does not bring us near- 
er to heaven, is drifting us farther away towards the gulph of per- 
dition ; and the voice which now woos and welcomes us back to the 
bosom of our heavenly Father, will at length be lost in the stern 
tone of impartial justice, adjudging us to the prison house of endless 
wo. Deep and dreadful will be the -descent from the threshold of 
heaven down to the abyss of interminable despair! E, E***#*, 
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For the Christian Herald. 


DIARIES. 

When Lord Bacon commands Diaries to be brought into use, he 
speaks as one having authority. His command, however, is limited 
to those who go abroad, supposing that distant countries furnish a 
wide scope for the information of the traveller. But as many a trav- 
elled person has returned unenlightened as before he went, so has 
many a man been wise without going from home. Even in our fo- 
reign excursions, it would be well to place a chapter in our Diaries, 
for domestic incidents. 

The practice of committing occasional thoughts and incidents to pa- 
per is quite common. Nothing pleases me better than to look over 
the volumes, out of which some great man has often read, and exam- 
ine the notes on the margin. The Poetis apt to set down in his mind 
every new and surprising discovery; and the painter puts into his 
sketch book the outlines of the landscape, whether polished or rude. 
The Botanist enters on his Herbal the names of plants and flowers, 
and the ornithologist, after he has shot a bird, closely inspects its plu- 
mage. The mariner is well acquainted with the points of the com- 
pass, the tides, soundings, peaks, and promontories, and a number of 
other things not necessary to be mentioned. 

Julius Cesar was a distinguished warrior. This appears from the 
minuteness with which he records every thing about his army. He 
alone deserves the name of General, who sees that every thing is in 
place on the eve of an engagement. Hence the History of Cesar’s 
wars always appeared to me like a Diary kept for purposes purely 
military, something like the Diary of a christian that looks warlike 
and determined, for every christian is agreat warrior. He knows no 
neutrality betwixt sheer treason and imperial conquest. 

I am truly sorry that | cannot bring up any thing of a resem- 
blance in Selden’s Table Talk to the christian’s Diary. Selden was 
indeed learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians ; but sooner than be 
doomed to listen to such Talk, | would not eat meat at his Table for 
a whole year. ’ 

Sir Robert Boyle, it appears, went once ona fishing excursion, and 
his Diary of this little expedition is the best uninspired one ever writ- 
ten. | never read this piece of Sir Robert’s, without it’s coming across 
my mind that he copied after the ancient king of Israel ; for the book 
of Psalms excels all other Diaries, whether inspired or uninspired. 
All the rest are written in humble prose, but this in the finest strains 
of poetry. The object of the Psalmist is uniform, blended with 
fullness and variety in the circumstances in which he is placed. 
Sometimes we mark the glow of hope, and anon the dejection of a heart 
worn out with the world. His piety receives a fine flush from that 
spirit of simple consecration, that subordinates to hallowed uses the 
works of creation, the leadings of Providence, and all those revela- 
tions which the Great Creator has made of himself to his creatures. 

We have read somewhere lately loud complaints against the poor 
missionaries, for not putting into their journals more about the sci- 
ence and customs of the nations among whom they live. If they cut 
down a tree, ’tis said that they are sure to record the day on which 
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it was felled. Now I have always carried in my bosom a pretty broad 
mantle of charity, and its bright folds have been frequently cast over 
a multiinde of venial transgressions The journals of missionaries 
then must take their complexion a good deal trom circumstances. Is 
the missiOuary itinerant, or stationary, in Greece, the Islands of the 
Mediterranean, or among the Cioctaws? It would not exhuust a 
page to tell us all the science of the Cherokees, Chickasaws, or Osage 
Tribes, and as to their customs, we have all heard, before the mis- 
sionaries went among them, of their war-dances, tomahawks, and 
scalping-knives. 

But what particularly grieves me on this point, is, that some of 
these hints have been thrown out in connection with the Life of my 
lamented. friend Henry Martyn, whose memory will loug abide in 
my heart and the hearts of thousands beside. 

What: though he paint out the vale of Langollen, or lift up to our 
view the hills, and spires, and woods of Cornwall, or throw the Para- 
bles into astrange tongue, or shake the mosques reared on the basis 
of the Koran, and sow in their ruins the pearls of truth, there is not, 
in all this, one redeeming quality. 

But we have almost forgotten that we are writing about Diaries, and 
as the subject is inconsiderable, we must rein in a little. It is well 
knownthat many have doubts respecting the general atility of religious 
Diaries. Being acandid advocate for their use and continuance, it 
will be my duty to suggest a few advantages and a few cautions, hoping 
that some abler correspondent may be led to the illustration of tnis 
subject. 

ist. They embody Christian experience. There are seasons in 
which God makes more than ordinary displays of bis glory to his chil- 
dren. He did it even in the Patriarchal dispensation, to Abraham in 
the plains of Mamre, as he sat at his tent door in the heat of the day ; 
to Jacob on his way to Padan-aram, and to Moses at mount Horeb, in 
the burning bush. These times and places are sacred in the view of 
the christian. The general is not apt to forget the spot where he gain- 
ed some signal victory, nor the mariner where he escaped impending 
shipwreck, nor the Poet where some noble image darted ito his 
mind; or can the Christian forget the hour when, in deep commeanion 
before the mercy seat, all the Divine attributes stood open to his 
View, without a cloud between. 

It is not safe, indeed, to turn back to these seasons, if the remem- 
brance of them is to do away present exertion. But as well might 
we expect that the traveller, in the deserts of Arabia, would slacken 
his pace, because of the recollection of the green spots he has pass- 
ed, when he is constantly regaled by the hope of reaching one still 
greener and broader. 

2d. They give us an insight into the variety and unity of Christian 
experience. God is various in all his works. He has diversified 
methods of dealing with his people. His Providence is mysterious, 
and the operations of bis grace incomprehensible. But in the midst 
of all this variety, he has established a principle of unity. ‘Though he 
may lead men in different ways to the reception of his grace, they 
are led to the possession of the same thing essentially. Let a num- 
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ber of Christians be brought together from different parts of the 
world, and they will all substantially agree in their statements of the 
power of religion, i+ inward nature, its controuling influence, its 
practical tendency, and glorious hopes. This is a weighty confirma- 
tion of the truth of christianity, addressed to the heart. 

3d. They contribute to the formation of character. Every means 
of devotion is intended to give perpetuity to christian character ; and 
if Diaries be a help to devotion, they must necessarily have this effect, 
Their influence may not be seen by us, especially at first; but they 
will imperceptibly bave an effect on our intercourse with men. ** My 
object,”’ says an eminently holy man, *‘ in making this journal, is to ac- 
custom myself to self examination, and to give my experience a visible 
form, so as to leave a stronger impre--ton op the methory, and thus 
to improve my soul in holiness; for the review of such a lasting testi- 
mony willserve the duuble purpose of conviction and consolation.””* 

4th. They furnish some of the best materials for Religious Bioyra- 
phy. We are not able, generally, to fix on any more than a few 
points, in the public life of men, but their own private records dis- 
close wuch that is important to be known. We can find in the Scrip- 
tures something of the life of the apostle Paul, but this only quick- 
ens our desire for more. Intending in a future paper to treat of Re- 
ligious Biography, we shall not attempt at present to show that its 
faithful execution is important to the church of Christ, but simply re- 
mark, lest any should suppose that we inculcate the keeping of Dia- 
ries On those only who expect their lives to be written, that they fur- 
nish materials ior the humblest obituary notice. Having said thus 
much of the benefits of Keligious Diaries, we shall add a few words 
by way of caution. 

ist. Let them be kept with carefulness. Imitate the merchant, 
who, when he wants to accumulate wealth, keeps his books all fair and 
legible. Let your entries be punctually made. Have a margin, on 
which to set down the chapter and verse of any Scripture to which 
you may refer, and when your Diary becomes bulky, it would be well 
to have it regularly paged, with an appendix subjoined. 

2d. Let them be a true index to the condition of the heart. Some 
Diaries we have seen, from which it ts impossible to tell in what 
state of mind they were written. ‘The writers incline too much to 
the dark or bright side of things, and nothing suits them but extremes. 

3d. Shan appearances of selfishness. If your Diary be too much 
about self, men will suspect that you bave reared it as a little monu- 
ment to your glory. Perhaps the Christian’s hardest conflict is with 
self: if our bitterest fue here receive nourishment instead of death, 
that foe will devour us. 

4th. Lay under contribution every thing you can for your Diary. 
They are not wise who atiend exclusively to the inward exercises 
of religion, though these doubtless demand supreme attention. The 
endless repetition which appears in some Diaries lies here as its 
source. Yet there is nothing easier than to throw in an agreeable 


* Life of H, Martyn, p. 47, Ast edition. 
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variety. Our reading, conversation, evening walks, good tidings 
from a distance, and a thousand other things, will help yeu along. Be- 
sides, we allow a page or two for your own deeds of light, provided 
they can be recorded with alowly spirit. 

On this subject the writer feels not a little anxious, and his anxiety 
is two fold. It extends to those who keep Diaries and to those who 
keep them not. Be persuaded, reader, that it is a pious practice, a 
practice recommended by some pre-eminently devoted Christians, and 
it brings with it innumerable blessings. 

Especially should ministers feel alive to the importance of unde- 
caying piety in their own hearts ; and next to immediate acts of devo- 
tion, there is no way in which we can so profitably hold converse 
with our Divine Master, as in pious records intended to recall to 
mind the weight of the ministerial office. It is deeply solemn to be 
entrusted with the charge of souls. Let us bring to our aid every 
possible means of ueepening the influence of Religion, in recorded 
prayers, meditations, and aspirations after holiness. Every minister 
and Christian ¢hould adopt the resolution of the prophet—For Zion’s 
sake will! notJ,old my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will vot rest, 
till the rightesusness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salva- 
tion thereof a§,a lamp that burneth. B. 
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ENGLAN D.—sews’ society. 
(Continued from page 298.) 


Mr. Alexander M’Caul, of Trinity College, Dublin, whose mission to 
Poland was mentioned in the last Report, after spending a year in active 
and successful exertion among the numerous Jews of that country, re- 
turned home in November last, for the purpose of receiving ordination ; 
and is now about to return to the interesting scene of his former labours, 
accompanied by a fellow-countryman, Mr. O’Neil, who has been for some 
time a student in the seminary. 

Thus far the views of the committee, in establishing the Missionary 
Seminary, have not been disappointed. They trust the event will prove 
that it has already been rendered, in a considerable degree, subservient to 
the important interests of the instiiution. And they teel, more than ever, 
convinced of the expediency of having those, who are to go forth as the 
Society’s representatives abroad, placed under the previous superintend- 
ence of its conductors at home, and trained in that specific course of pre- 
paratory study which is requisite to qualify them for the peculiar duties of 
their future destination. 

The number of students in the Seminary at present, including Mr. 
O’Neil, is seven: its accommodations, however, are adapted to not fewer 
than ten; and your committee earnestly hope that this deficiency may 
speedily be supplied by young men of piety and talent, anxious to embark 
in a missionary service, which becomes every year more inviting, and to 


avail themselves of the peculiar advantages of preparation which the Se- 
minary affords. 


~ 
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From this summary view of the Society’s proceedings at home, your 
Committee will now pass over to its 


Foreign Relations, 

In reference to which they have the peculiar satisfaction of informing 
you, that a channel of communication has been opened with a neighbour- 
ing country, of which hitherto but few notices occur in the Reports of 
the Society. And while your (ommittee feel satisfaction in the thought 
that their Protestant brethren there feel an interest in the cause, they 
gladly render to some enlightened and liberal (atholics the just tribute 
of being most forward in this race of Christian benevolence. 

Having received information that a periodical publication was about 
to be published in Paris, of which a prominent object was to be the awa- 
kening of attention tothe conversion of the Jews, your Committee enter- 
ed into a correspondence with the intended editor, from whose answer 
they will make one or two extracts. “ How can we avoid,” observes 
the pious and intelligent writer, “how can we avoid observing the all- 
powerful influence in that increase of fervour and zeal, which under diffe- 
rent forms manifests itself on all hands among Christians of different deno- 
minations. In spite of our outward differences, the hand of God is evident- 
ly at work to bring us together, and to unite us in spirit and in truth. 

“ As every excellent grace and every perfect gift descends fiom the Fa- 
ther of Lights, it can only be his Divine Spirit who inspires and directs 
to one common end the labours of so many Christian societies, among 
which yours shines with a splendour so much the purer, as it is more 
exempt from every suspicion of philosophism, and more evidently con- 
nects itself with the work of Providence in the Christian dispensation, 
and with the fulfilment of the too much neglected prophecies, in which a 
future age of peace, of justice, of consolation, and of happiness, has been 
promised to the earth. 

“'To work, by whatever means, towards the reconciliation of Israel to 
God through his Christ, surely this is the most sacred of all exertions; 
this is to co-operate in the revival of the old spirit of Christianity among 
us Gentiles, degenerate as we are, and almost without faith; this is to 
make a step towards the regeneration of the whole human race, of which 
the Jews, restored as living members of the body of the Lord, will be in 
the appointed season the blessed instruments. To make known your insti- 
tution, which hitherto has been but little known in France, even among 
religious and well-informed persons, would tend to direct the attention of 
Christians to one of their duties which they have most of all neglected, 
to show the way of salvation to that people by whom we have learnt it, 
because sa'vation is of the Jews.” 

Having thus stated his views relative to the objects of this Society, the 
writer thus concludes, “Let us pray our Lord Jesus Christ, that he will 
eondescend to guide and to bless our united efforts, that they may turn to 
His glory, which is alsothe glory of His heavenly Father, and to the full 
accomplishment of His work on earth and in time, as in heaven and in 
eternity.” 

In this devout aspiration your Committee most fervently join, and call 
upon their fellow-members of the Society to implore the divine blessing 
on an undertaking so well calculated to excite an interest amongst pious 
Frenchmen in behalf of the Jews. Assuredly it is a token for good to 
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Israel, when one common feeling of love to their souls, and-zeal for their 
salvation, begins to animate the breasts of Christians, of different denomi- 
nations, and in various parts of the world, when they become sensible 
that this is a duty which they have hitherto neglected, and under the con- 
sciousness of this culpable neglect, rouse themselves, with redoubled en- 
ergy, to its performance. 

Nothing, your Committee feel persuaded, will tend so effectually to dis- 
arm the prejudices of the Jewish people towards the Christian church, 
as the manifestation, on the part of its members, of a spirit of love and 
kindness, harmonizing with the doctrines and - precepts of the sacred vo- 
lume on which it is built. 

A pleasing illustration of this remark presented itself, on a recent oc- 
casion, in Paris. When that zealous and disinterested friend of this 
society, the Rey. Lewis Way, was in that capital, on his way to the south 
of France, in autumn last, he attended the meeting of the Paris Protestant 
Bible Society. He proposed to the chief rabbi of the Jews in that 
city,wh o happened to be conversing with him when the meeting was an- 
nounced, to accompany him to it. The rabbi cheerfully assented, and 
was introduced by Mr. Way tothe assembly. Surely we may hope, that 
whatever diminishes the distance between the ancient people of God, and 
the professors of the Christian faith, brings them nearer to that common 
Saviour, who came into the world to be “a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of his people Israel.” 

In Holland, your committee trust that the cause of the society, tho gh 
obstructed by many, and in some respects peculiar, difficulties, is making 
a steady progress. 

It was stated in the last report, that the Rev. Mr. Thelwall (the society’s 
representative in that country) had made a short tour from Amsterdam, 
with a view of investigating the state and dispositions of the Jews in the 
provincial towns, and of exciting the attention of (hristians to their spi- 
ritual improvement. Encouraged by the beneficial results of his first ex- 
cursion, Mr. T. undertook a longer journey, with the same objects in view, 
in the early part of last summer. 

Of the sentiments by which he is actuated in his work, the following ex- 
tracts from his correspondence will afford a pleasing illustration: and, in- 
deed, your committee strongly recommend the whole of his Journal to 
the perusal of the society’s friends, as characterized no less by true C hris- 
tian piety than by sound and judicious views of the spirit and principles 
which should influence a Missionary to the Jews. Speaking of the be- 
nefit which he derived from the faithful preaching of God’s word in some 
of the Dutch churches, whilst he expresses his deepened conviction of the 
value of ‘our own excellent form of worship and beautiful Liturgy,” he 
remarks. “ | find it both a duty and delight to cherish a spirit of the most 
enlarged tolerance, being inwardly convinced that wherever too much 
stress is laid on particular forms, or particular doctrines, upon which real 
Christians, in all ages and nations, have more or less. differed, we suffer in 
reference to the life and power of religion in the soul. The harmony and 
dependence of divine truths is disturbed, and whatsoever is given in one 
measure to circumstantials, must needs be taken from essentials. And 
this I conceive to be especially needful to remark, if we would labour to 
any good purpose among the Jews ; for our differences on lesser points 

C. Hernan, No. 234. 34 
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are a great stumbling-block to them. I would, therefore, endeavour to 
bring forward, on every occasion, the great points on which we are agreed, 
and to show that these far surpass in importance those on which we dif- 
fer. And when men heartily agree upon these views, and give due im- 
portance to them, however they may differ on these points, they get into 
a brotherly spirit and Christian temper, upon the sure foundations which 
are common to them, before they discover that there are any points upon 
which they differ at all.” And referring, on another occasion, to an inte- 
resting conversation with a pious and intelligent Christian minister, Mr, 
T. observes, “ What principally struck me in speaking with him was, the 
necessity of keeping the Jewish question as clear as possible of all parti- 
cular systems in the interpretation of the prophecies. For we cannot 
bring all men to agree with us upon those points, even when they are al- 
ready agreed upon higher and more important principles, which are suffi- 
cient to make them equally zealous with us in endeavours to bring the 
Jews to the knowledge of Christ. Indeed, my desire is, that the exertions 
we are making, should be placed upon the broadest grounds of Chris- 
tian duty.” 

In these sentiments your Committee entirely concur ; and it appears 
to them most desirable that upon such just and enlarged views, as are 
here expressed, all the efforts of the Society should be conducted. Two 
leading objects may thus be greatly promoted—securing the co-operation 
of Christians, and gaining the attention of Jews. 


(To be continued.) 


SOUTH SEAS. 


' Lerrers have been lately received from Messrs. Tyerman and Bennet, dated Ra- 
iatea, in November, 1822. They arrived safe,on their return from the Sandwich 
Islands, at Huahine, after a voyage of six weeks. Mr. Ellis, who accompanied 
them, was expected toreturn with his family to the Sandwich Islands about the be- 
ginning of December. Further particulars will be given in our next Chronicle. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


| Letter of Mr. Ellis, to the Assistant Secretary, dated at Oahu, (or Woahoo,) one of 
the Sandwich Islands, June 12, 1822. 


Dear Six,—My voyage from Huahine to these islands, in compa- 
“y with the Rev. D. Tyerman and G. Bennet, Esq. has been so re- 
plete with interest, in a missionary point of view, that I feel unwil- 
Hing any longer to delay giving you some short account of it. 

he late King of the Sandwich Islands, Temehameha, considering 
himself under the protection of the King of England, had always been 
very attentive to English vessels touching at any of his islands for 
refreshments, which kindness had been reported to our government, 
which sent him from Port Jackson a very neat schooner, as a pres- 
ent from the Prince Regent. Captain Kent, of His Majesty’s colo- 
nial cutter, Mermaid, having the schooner under his charge, touch- 
ed at Huahine for fresh provisions on his way to the Sandwich 
Islands ; he very kindly offered a passage to any of us who might 
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wish to visit the islands ; and, as he intended to touch at the Mar- 
quesas, it afforded a very favourable opportunity for introducing the 
gospel among those islands, which, from their proximit¥ to the Soci- 
ety Islands, had a peculiar claim on our attention. 1 was appointed 
to accompany the deputation, to endeavour to settle some native 
teachers among them, and to examine the ground with a view to its 
becoming a missionary station. On the 25th of Febuary we left 
Huahine, having with us Auna and Matatore, with their wives, who 
were sent by the Missionary Society in Huahine to the Marquesas, 
to instruct the people there in the knowledge of the true God, and 
of the way of salvation through Jesus Christ ; also to teach them to 
read and write, &c. We had a very pleasant voyage ; divine ser- 
vice was performed on board twice every Lord’s Day, except on 
one ortwo occasions, once in English, and once in Tahitian, as we 
had nine Tahitians with us. On the 27th of March we came in 
sight of the north-east coast of Hawaii (Owhyhee.) We sailed along 
within four or five miles of the shore, almost enchanted with the 
beautiful appearance of this part of the island: The coast was very 
bold, generally rising 400 feet almost perpendicularly from the sea ; 
in some places the rocks were bare, or only partially covered with 
moss, at others they were richly clothed with shrubs and trees. The 
line of coast was occasionally broken by deep bays or extensive val- 
leys, while, at unequal distances from each other, the most beautiful 
cascades of various forms and dimensions flowed down its steep front, 
and emptied themselves into the ocean below. 

We had a brisk gale in passing the straight between Maui and Ha- 
waii, after which it became calm, and we were obliged to lay to for 
the night off Tovaihai. I accompanied our Captain on shore, near 
to which we were met by Kuakini, the governor of the island. Af- 
ter inquiring the country from whence we came, he expressed a 
wish to accompany us on board, we therefore returned with him to 
the vessel ; he spoke English tolerably well, informed us that the 
king of Rihoriho was at Woahoo, that the missionaries from America 
were also there, that he had only returned from thence the preced- 
ing night. He was very inquisitive about the object of our visit, 
and learning from Auna that we were missionaries, expressed his 
wish that some of us might remain with them. A very friendly in- 
tercourse soon commenced between the natives who came off with 
him and the Tahitians with us, and the evening passed agreeabl 
away. He joined with us in our family devotions, and afterwards 
told Auna and his companions, that he much wished to be instructed 
in the religion of Jesus Christ, and to be made acquainted with Jeho- 
vah the true God, but had nobody to teach him except a Tahitian, 
who had told him much about these things. 

Next morning at day-break, the coast along Tovaihai bay presented 
to our view vast streams of lava, which about 18 years ago poured 
down the sides of the mountain from craters still visible ; and 
the lofty Mouna Kea and Mouna Huararai (two of the highest 
mountains in the island) burst upon our view with their snow-clad 
tops glittering with the beams of the rising sun. The impression it 
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made.upon our Tahitian friends was striking. We had often endea- 
voured to give them some idea of snow and ice, but could never 
succeed, as they could not think how it was possible that water could 
ever become hard; they were peculiarly gratified with the sight, 
and immediately proposed a visit to the summit of the nearest moun- 
tain, to procure some of the hard water to take to Huahine. The 
coast did not appear so thickly inhabited as that which we passed along 
yesterday, probably on account of the surface of the ground being near- 
ly covered with lava. On the following day Kuaisini, the governor, 
left us, and went on shore in his canoe, accompanied by Auna, to 
whom he appeared particularly attached. We passed slowly along 
the coast,and in the afternoon went on shore at a small village call- 
ed Kauhou, near the spot where the late battle between the forces of 
Rihoriho, who bad abandoned the gods, and his brother Keakuaoka- 
rani, (i. e. to the God of heaven) who wished to support them, was 
fought. On landing we were kindly invited to the house of the 
chief of the place, who entered very familiarly into conversation 
with us on the nature of our visit, probable length of our stay, &c. 
We afterwards walked out on the beach, procured several specimens 
of plants not found among the Society Islands ; we were followed 
by about 10v fine looking children and many adults ; we talked a lit- 
tle with them about.Jesus Christ ; but evening advancing, we were 
obliged to bid them farewell, and return to our vessel. 

The next day, which was the Sabbath, we came to an anchor in 
Karakakua bay, and endeavoured to improve the season as well as cir- 
cumstances would admit. Early on the following morning we went 
on shore, and proceeded to the spot where our unfortunate country- 
man Captain Cook met his lamentable end. An aged chief undertook 
to be our guide, and conducted us to the spot where the celebrated 
navigator fell, which we contemplated with melancholy interest. 
We afterwards wandered through the villages, conversing with the 
people, whom we found every where willing to listen to us, and gen- 
erally expressing a desire to learn to read and write, to be made ac- 
quainted with the true God, and the way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, generally lamenting also that they had no one to instruct 
them, and soliciting us to remain with them. I talked in Tahitian to 
them, employing also the few phrases of their language I had been 
able to pick up ; assured them we sincerely compassionated them in 
their present ignorant state, and most ardently wished they might 
soon enjoy those blessings now so richly enjoyed by their brethren 
in the Georgian and Society Islands. 

During our stay we made several excursions into the interior of 
the island, and found the people kind and hospitable, considering 
their present wretched state, as a long drought had nearly cut off all 
their crops of potatoes, and reduced them almost to a state of famine. 
Whenever we conversed with them about Christianity, we always 
found them attentive, and apparently interested in what was said 
to them. 

Hawaii is a fine island, of very considerable magnitude, estimated 
by Vancouver at 4,000 square miles. The populatien is perhaps 
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100,000, and not a missionary among them to tell them of the love 
of God to lost sinners, as the American missionaries at Oahu have 
not teen able to form a permanent station on this island, for the King 
appears unwilling that any of them should remove from the vicinity 
of his place of residence. 1! had several opportunities of convers- 
ing with the governor while we remained at Hawaii. He was remark- 
ably pleased with our first visit, and kept us till a very late hour 
conversing on different subjects, being very minute and particular in 
his inquiries about the Society Islands : 

After Mr. Tyerman and myself had lain down to sleep on our mat, 
he came in and sat down by the side of us with his slate in his hand, 
to receive a copy, with whicirl readily furnished him. He after- 
wards continued his inquiries until | believe two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when he left us and retired to rest, frequently repeating, ** He 
makemake aue ao,” ‘* Nut ke makemake a’u.” (I desire to learn ; 
great is my desire.) 

After spending about a fortnight at Karakakua, we proceeded to 
Oahu ; and on Saturday, April 16, were near enough to see the 
houses and people on shore. We were much pleased with the hope 
of spending the Sabbath in social intercourse and holy fellowship 
with our missionary friends from America who were residing there ; 
but during the night we drifted so far to the leeward, that it was 
Sabbath evening before we again approached the shore. Next 
morning we stood in for the harbour, and about 10 A. M. came to 
an anchor. Our Captain had the satisfaction to find the schooner 
had been here some time waiting for him; we soon hastened on 
shore, where our arrival was welcomed by our kind missionary bre- 
thren and sisters, in whose family we have been most comfortably 
accommodated during our unexpectedly protracted stay. 

About five weeks ago we made a tour of the greatest part of this 
island, which was uncommonly interesting; we found the people 
every where ready to attend to instruction, and listening very atten- 
tively to the things relating to the religion of Jesus Christ: very 
frequently making inquiries about what they did not understand. A 
good-natured man, at whose house we had slept, accompanied us a 
little way on our journey next morning ; and in relation to what Mr. 
Bingham* had said on the preceding evening, about the future hap- 
piness or misery of the soul, said, ‘* We never heard of these things 
before ; we have been in darkness, but these things break in upon 
our minds like light in the morning.”” Wherever we rested on our 
way, and could collect a few people together, we spoke to them of 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the blessedness of those who trusted 
in him, and believed on his name; and have reason to believe our 
tour, in this respect, was not altogether in vain. We every where 
experienced the greatest huspitality and attention, or found the peo- 
ple generally willing to share with us their few potatoes, or what- 
ever their scanty meal consisted of, which was not unfrequently a 


baked dog; however, in two instances, a small pig was baked for 
our refreshment. 


* One of the American missionaries. 
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The present state of public feeling among these people is very 
favourable to missionary exertions. A spirit of inquiry, to a very 
particular extent, pervades every class among them. 

The general appearance of these islands (with the exception of 
Woahoo) is very different from that of the Georgian and Society 
Isles. ‘The priucipal mountains of Owhyhee, Mouna Roa, Mouna 
Kea, and Mouna Huararai, are much more stupendous than any in 
Otaheite. The mountainous parts are generally more sublime, but 
much Jess picturesque than in the southern isles. The land usually 
rises with a gradual ascent from the beach to the lofty mountains ef 
the interior, but the surface is only partially covered with trees and 
shrubs, and towards the shore the principal verdure is a brownish 
kind of long grass ; frequently, as far as the eye can reach, nothing 
was visible but dark lava, tinged witha red or brown colour, accord- 
ing to the proportion of iron it contained in a state of oxidization ; 
while, in the Society tslands, the most luxuriant vegetation not only 
clothes the summit of the mountains, but descends to the beach, and, 
by its overhanging branches in many places, prevents the traveller 
from proceeding without going up to his knees in the sea. Many 
parts of these islands are also inadequately supplied with water. At 
Kairuas, a village containing some thousands of inhabitants, the 
nearest water is a spring about three miles distant in the mountains; 
and, in point of natural productions for the support of the inbabit- 
ants, these are all far inferior to the Society Islands. The bread- 
fruit tree, so abundant in Otaheite, is here but thinly scattered, and 
generally of a blighted, sickly appearance ; the fruit not one-third so 
large in size, and very inferior in quality. The taro is equal in 
quality, but considerably smaller, owing, perhaps, to its being 
plucked much sooner than is customary with the Tahitians. Plan- 
tains and bananas are only grown in sheltered and particular places, 
and, though very sweet, are much smaller and more scarce than in 
the Society Islands. ‘I'he chesnut and the vi-plum is not to be found, 
though ! understand there are plenty of ohias, (or red apples,) but 
this is not the season for them. Yams do not appear to be cultivat- 
ed in any of the islands except Onehou, the most leeward of the 
group; and those I have seen from thence, though much larger, are 
not superior to the yams of the Huahine, Tabuaemanu, or Maurua. 
The uara, or sweet potatoes, appear to be the principal food of the 
people, together with their poi, a sort of pudding made of the taro, 
which, with the sweet potatoe, is cultivated to a very considerable 
extent, Fish are by no means plentiful, though much labour is en- 
dured in seeking them for the king and chiefs. Hogs are very 
scarce, and are generally sold at from four to ten dollars each ; fowls 
are also proportionably dear, as is every article of provision. The 
inconvenience for want of fire-wood is very great ; it costs the mis- 
sion family here, four dollars per week for fire-wood alone. 

The natives appear a hardy, industrious race of people. The 
chiefs, all of them, very large men; the common people rather 
above the middle stature, of a complexion considerably darker than 
the Tahitians, and, though very civil and friendly, much less inqui- 
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sitive and loquacious than their southern neighbours. In the con- 
struction of their canoes, sleeping-mats, war-cloaks, and helmets ; in 
dying their calabashes, and printing their cloth, they discover a su- 
perior degree of ingenuity and neatness: but in their houses, and 
in the fabrication of their native cloth, they are inferior to the na- 
tives of the Southern Islands. 1 think, also, they are less clean- 
ly in their persons, and bathe much less frequently than the Ta- 
hitians do. 

Their features, habits, traditions, and language, very fully demon- 
strate that they, with the Marquesans, Tahitians, Friendly Islanders, 
and New Zealanders, were originally one nation, or emigrated from 
the same country and people. The analogy between their traditions 
and language is peculiarly striking. In the latter, the pronunciation 
is similar, The Sandwich Islanders substitute the k for the ¢, and 
the A for the f; in many places they also substitute the / for the 
yr. The government and construction is also, in many respects, ma- 
terially different; but the Tahitian language is, great part of it, 
readily understood by a Sandwich Islander ; and the Tahitians who 
accompanied us, soon became familiar with the speech of these peo- 
ple. 1 have not yet observed that copiousness and precision which 
so peculiarly characterizes the Tahitian language, but probably my 
superficial acquaintance with the language of these people has pre- 
vented my discovering its excellencies. 

The climate is very superior to that in which | have been accus- 
tomed to reside for several years past ; the changes of weather are 
less frequent, and the temperature much more regular. The ther- 
mometer is sometimes 84, which is about the average height at Hua- 
hine ; but the trade winds are more temperate and constant, the 
nights agreeably cool, and the rainy season more regular. The fogs 
and heavy damp weather, together with the frequent calms, of the 
Society Islands, are hardly ever experienced here, which renders 
the air much more salubrious and pleasant. 

By my letter to Mr. Burder, and by the communications of the 
deputation, you will learn how Divine Providence has graciously 
opened a way for my entering the missionary field in the islands of 
the northern, instead of my continuing to labour in those of the 
southern Pacific Ocean; and that my return to Huahine will, in all 
probability, only be to remove my family from thence to some one 
of these islands. Should such be the divine will as to my future 
life, I trust | shall heartily rejoice in it. We shall be much less 
comfortable, in a temporal point of view, here than in Huahine ; 
but, as to the grand object of our lives—the salvation of the hea- 
then, we shall have far greater prospects of usefulness. These 
islands present peculiarly extensive and inviting fields for missionary 
exertions, truly white for the harvest. Ever since we first landed 
among them, the language of the people has been ‘‘ Come over and 
help us.” 

The two American missionaries, Messrs. Thurston and Bingham, 
together with their assistants, have also expressed themselves pleased 
with the prospect of having us united with them as fellow-labourers 
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in the ardueus work in which they are so laudably engaged. Our 
stay has been protracted here some months longer than we expected 
it would be, but we hope we have not been detained here altogether 
in vain. We perceive, in part, that the Lord had something for as 
to do more than we anticipated when we first arrived. We have 
endeavoured to improve every opportunity that has been afforded, 
in making our stay as profitable as possible. ‘The American bre- 
thren and myself, assisted by one or two intelligent natives, have 
been employed several hours every day in the acquirement of the 
language : | have also preached twice (sometimes thrice) every 
week to the people, who have manifested a pleasing attention, and 
appear to become increasingly interested in what they hear. We 
also spend much of our time in visiting them from house to house, 
and conversing with them on the great truths of Christianity ; we 
have had many interesting and encouraging conversations with the 
king, and his mind appears to be gradually inclining towards the 
things that belong to bis peace, and the everlasting happiness of his 
people ; and | trust the day of better things is about to dawn on these 
benighted islands. The people all appear convinced that Christianity 
is the best religion, and that it will ultimately be universally embrac- 
ed, but seem not quite satisfied as to the best time to adopt it. May 
the Lord hasten it in his own time. I feel exceedingly concerned 
for the afflictive and painful suspense and anxiety to which my dear 
wife and family will be exposed, on account ob dir being detained 
four or five months longer than was proposed when we left home; 
but | trast her mind will be supported by Him who is a very present 
help in every time of trouble. 


Dear Sir, 
Yours affectionately in Christ, 
To Mr. G. Hodson, &c. &c. &c. WILLIAM ELLIS. 
HU AHINE. 


Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Ellis, wife of the Missionary, to a 
Friend ; dated Huahine, Mareh 31, 1822. 


The work of the Lord is, I trust, prospering in these islands, 
though we have our discouragements ; yet, upon the whole, things 
wear a favourable aspect The attendance on public worship is 
kept up, and a desire for instruction continues, particularly among 
the young. Indeed we have great hopes of the rising generation, 
many of whom attend pretty constantly, both on week-days and on 
the Sabbath. Great additions have lately been made to the number 
of our baptized, and several have been admitted as communicants. 
We are happy to be able to say that all our members hitherto have 
acted consistently ; we have one young lad, not more than 13 or 14 
years of age, who does great credit to his profession, and, we firmly 
believe, is as sincere as any member among us. He was admitted a 
communicant in January last ; and I cannot express the feelings of 
pleasure and gratitude excited in our breasts, at sitting down at the 
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table of our blessed Lord with so young a disciple, believing, as we 
do, that he is indeed a member of Christ’s mystical body. 

Sister Barff and I continue our meeting with the females. We 
often find it a season of refreshing to our souls, and do hope it is be- 
neficial to the dear natives. We had a very affecting meeting with 
them at the parting of our two dear sister (native) missionaries. 
Many of them could not speak for tears ; indeed there was not a dry 
eye inthe room. ‘* We grieve to part with our dear sisters, said 
they ; we shall never again see their faces at our meetings for con- 
versation, at our meetings for prayer, at our meetings for public 
worship. We have been used to listen to them with delight when 
they have exhorted us with affection, and prayed with and for us: 
but now we shall hear their voices no more. But we will not keep 
them back ; the work is God’s ; and if teachers had not been sent 
to us, we should now have been dwelling in darkness and the shadow 
of death ; we should now have been killing one another, and mur- 
dering our dear babes, and sinking into hell: but God had compas- 
sion on us; he has sent his good Word to us, and caused our hearts 
to believe that Jesus Christ alone is the Saviour of sinners, and to 
desire him for our Saviour ; and shall we not be willing that others 
may know this good Word and Saviour also? Yes. Go, sisters! and 
we will not cease to pray that Jehovah may bless you, and that all 
the world may know the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of sinners.”” This, and much more to the same purport, was the 
language of their lips; and, we believe, the language also of their 
hearts. They prayed very fervently for them, and we hope their 
prayers will be answered. It reminded us much of those delightful 
meetings we had in our natal land on the eve of our own departure. 
We had also a meeting with the whole congregation just before they 
went on board the ship, and a very affecting scene it was. The mis- 
sionaries took their leave with weeping eyes, but firm hearts ; some 
of the church spoke very affectionately to them ; and brother Ors- 
mond, who was on a visit to us at the time, gave a word of exhorta- 
tion and comfort, though he acknowledged he wanted comfort him- 
self, for he was loth to part with Mr. Ellis. Brother Barff also ad- 
dressed them ; and, lastly, my dear husband took his leave of the 
people of his charge, commending our dear children and me to their 
care, and praying for a blessing on all the people—who wept much 
at parting with him, particularly on account of his ill health, lest 
they should not see him again. They expressed very earnestly their 
affection and good wishes for them and us ; and | feel persuaded that 
very many of them would lay down their lives rather than see me or 
my children injured. You may conceive my feelings at the time bet- 
ter than | can express them. The Lord preserve them across the 
eo sega waves, and return my dear partner in health, peace, and 
Safety ! 

Brother Barff was intending, when I left Huahine, to visit Sir 
Charles Sanderson’s Island, take with him one or two native teach- 
ers, establish a school, distribute books, the Gospel of John, &c. and 
exhort and encourage them to continue in the good way, which, we 
C. Henan, No. 234. 35 
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trust, some of them have begun to walk in. Our females continue 
to improve in habits of industry; they have begun to make cloth, 
plaited bonnets, &c. &c. for the sick and aged who cannot make for 
themselves. We do hope they will not go back again to their former, 
habits of indolence and dirt. When I say the females, | mean the 
greater part of them—those who are baptized. You must not sup- 
pose I mean all; but we are happy to say their number is increasing. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WALES. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine and Missionary Chronicle. 


Taunton, June 10, 1823. 
Dear Sir—I think the encouragement afforded by the relation in the 
following letter, to pray for the peculiar influence of the Holy Spirit, is 
such as may be grateful to the pious readers of your useful Magazine. 


T. Luke. 


Trelech, May 11, 1828. 

“In the beginning of the last year, I endeavoured to impress the 
minds of our members with the necessity of praying for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit: the importance of doing so was felt, and in the course 
of a few months this feeling became general ; several prayer-meetings 
were formed, and several members of some years’ Standing in the church 
were much affected in such meetings, and evidently began to pray with 
- energy and fervour, whilst others soon became equally affected. 

he dwelling houses in which these meetings were established, soon be- 
came too small to contain the numbers that assembled on such occasions. 
Barns, during the summer months, were converted into houses of prayer ; 
and, when convenient, in the evening we assembled at the chapel, which 
was crowded. Many of the young people who had attended our Sabbath- 
schools, began to manifest a strong desire to make a full profession of at- 
tachment to the Lord Jesus Christ. In the praying societies, at times, 
thirteen or fourteen would succeed each other in addressing the Throne ef 
Grace with truly Christian simplicity. You might hear some pleading 
for the exhibition of divine mercy to their parents, to their brothers and 
sisters, to the members of those families at whose houses such meetings were 
held, &c. There are hitherto no extravagancies, no jumping, not so much 
singing as we have witnessed in former revivals; but more praying, and 
some possessing uncommon gifts. Scarcely an evening passes without a 
meeting for prayer in some place or another. We have admitted into 
communion since last August, 230; besides several now before our socie- 
ties, under examination ; and the work seems to proceed in a still greater 
degree in the branches of our church. We are not the only people so 
favoured ; there has been a great revival at Neuaddlwyd, under the Rev. 
'T. Phillips; there is also at Glynarthen (a branch of the church undef 
the pastoral care of the Rev. T. Griffiths) such a revival, that | em im- 
formed there were sixty candidates for church fellowship at one time; and 
at Henllan 27. May our Jesus ride triumphantly in the Gospel chariot ! 

With Christian love, 


I remain yours, most cordially, M. J.” 





Progress of Religion in France. 


PROGRESS OF RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


A letter from the Rev. Mark Wilks, dated Paris, March 12, 1823, and 
published in the London Missionary Chronicle, contains the following 
remarkable declaration. 

‘‘ Meetings for prayer and Missionary Associations are already esta- 
blished, and are establishing from the Alps to the Pyrennees, and from the 
Mediterranean to the Atlantic, in the largest cities, and in the humblest 
villages.” 

The following extracts, having respect to some of the prayer-meetings, 
were forwarded by the same indefatigable labourer who wrote the letter 
above-mentioned. The first is extracted from a letter of a pious layman, 
who resides in a small town in the mountains of the Pyrennees, dated Fe- 
bruary, 1823. 

“I was invited on Sunday to a meeting which was to be held the next 
evening, it being the first Monday of the month, for the purpose of implor- 
ing the divine blessing on the Missionary Society of Paris, &c. The 
meeting was held ina private house. [ was punctual to the hour ap- 
pointed ; but instead of being among the first, I was the last. I found 
about 120 persons already assembled, and it was easy to perceive by their 
seriousness that they were deeply interested in the object of the meeting. 
Though I did not observe among them either the rich or the wise of this 
world, | could not but enjoy the consoling conviction that the Lord, who 
is no respecter of persons, was in the midst of these sincere worshippers, 
and that he would not send them away without having opened to them 
the precious and inexhaustible ‘ treasures of wisdom and knowledge that 
are hidden in Christ’.”’ 

After speaking of the prayers offered, he says : 

“‘ Verses of Psalms and Cantiques suited to the object of the meeting, 
were sung. ‘The Address from the Society of Paris was read, and a col- 
lection was made at the close of the service in favour of the Society. The 
amount of the collection was small, because it was strictly the mite of the 
widow, and the farthing of the poor; but as meetings will be held on the 
~ Monday of every month, when the sum is larger, it will be forwarded 
to Paris. 

‘I mentioned the next day to one of our pastors, the delightful service 
which I had attended the night before, and he assured me that if they had 
received the official circular from Paris, a public prayer meeting would 
have been held in the temple.” 

The next extract is from a letter from Asniene near Bourges. The 
letter is dated January 12, 1823. 

“I have read with the deepest interest the Address of the Missionary 
Society of Paris, and bless God who has put it into your hearts to form an 
institution so sacred, so noble, and so useful. I assembled my parish- 
ioners in the temple, on Monday evening, at seven o'clock; the church 
was nearly full; love to God, zeal for his cause, and the novelty of the 
subject that occupied us, brought together nearly all my flock. After 
prayers and singing suitable to the occasion, I addressed the assembly 
from Matthew, ix. 35, &c.” 

Mr. Wilks remarks, after copying the above, 

“ Calvin completed his preparatory studies at Bourges, and preached 
the gospel there at the commencement of the Reformation.” 





Intelltegence. 


Our last extract was written at the foot of the Pyrenees, on the 10th 
of January. , 

“ Our first business on the receipt of the Address from the Committee 
of Paris, was to assemble on the first Monday of the month, to recom- 
mend your society to the blessing of the Lord; and I hope that every 
Christian of our flock will also pray in his closet, and in his family, that 
you may be blessed with wisdom from on high. Yes, may the Lord shed 
on you the same blessings which have so visibly accompanied the labours 
of those societies which are your elder sisters, and may thousands of souls 
be turned from darkness to light. I send you sixty francs, collected at 
our first meeting, and to which some catholics contributed.” 


THE JEWS. 


Letter from the Rev. Mr. Goodell to the Treasurer of the Boston Jews’ 
Society, dated Malta, May 8, 1823. 


Dear Mapam.—You will rejoice to hear that an Association has re- 
cently been formed here, denominated “ The Malta Jews’ Society,” the 
object of which is, to facilitate the operations of those Societies in Ame- 
rica and Europe, that send agents or missionaries to seek the welfare of 
the children of Israel. The Deputy Commissary General of these 
islands was Chairman of the meeting, and has accepted the office of 
Treasurer of the Society. Another gentleman, connected with the Com- 
missaries, together with Dr. Naudi, are Secretaries. The Committee 
consists of six, besides the Treasurer and Secretaries, of whom the Rev. 
Mr. Jowett, and two of our number, are a part. One of the first judges, 
and several other gentlemen of distinction, and a number of ladies were 
present, and became subscribers to the Society. The Rev. Mr. Way, 
whose name is familiar to all those who are waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, addressed the meeting ‘in a speech of near two hours’ length, and 
‘ was exceedingly impressive. You probably know that a legacy of three 
hundred thousand pounds sterling was left this gentleman, and that he 
devotes it all, together with his time and talents, and life, to the good of 
Israel. He is now on his way to Jerusalem, and hopes to be there 
“when the day of Pentecost is fully come.” He has with him a con- 
verted Jew, a brother of the Syrian Bishop, who visited England a few 
years since, together with eight or nine other individuals, most of whom are 
from different countries, and of different languages. That in Zechariah, 
8th chap. 23d verse, seems to be almost literally fulfilled :—“ And it shall 
come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the na- 
tions, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, we 
will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you.” 

This may be considered as a new era in the religious history of Malta. 
The hands of those who love Zion have been greatly strengthened, and 
their hearts greatly encouraged by this reinforcement. Indeed, to see @ 
vessel approach these shores, the whole cargo of which consisted of Bi- 
bles, and Missionaries, and Missionary Reports and Tracts, was truly a 
novel and interesting sight, and inspired the hope, that the time would 
come, when “ Missionary Packets” would touch here as regularly every 
month, as his Britannic Majesty’s Packets now do. 

Mr. Way has travelled extensively on the continent, has visited, I 
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think, all the sovereigns of Europe, not even excepting His Holiness the 
Pope, and has, to use his own expression, “ seen more Jews than Solo- 
mon, king of Israel, ever sat his eyes upon.” After he has visited Jeru- 
salem, and perhaps Persia, he intends to go to the city where “the disci- 
ples were first called Christians,” and, from its ruins, to build, if he can 
obtain permission from the Grand Seignior, a chapel, a school-room, &e. 
and to establish a Christian colony. Indeed, his head is as full of plans, 
and his hands as full of good works, as his heart is full of benevolence. 

He sets sail this evening, and with all our hearts we bid him God 
speed. We all unite in hoping that your Society will send out a mission- 
ary the ensuing autumn. You will read the journal of our brethren in 
Egypt with grateful delight. We forward it, together with this, to Gib- 
raltar in a few days. 

That the blessing of Almighty God may attend your Society, and all * 
Societies that have respect to the moral state of Jews or Gentiles, is the 
prayer of yours in the Gospel, Witiiam GoopELL. 


EDUCATION IN EGYPT. 


Mr. Wolff, the Jewish missionary, has proposed to the Bashaw of - 
Egypt to establish a school at Boulak, near Cairo, on the new system 
adopted in F.ngland. The Bashaw readily accepted the proposal, recom- 
mending, however, that the teachers should be established at his Lyceum. 
“ Let them,” he says, “ be clever men, capable of teaching the new sys- 
tem of education and the sciences, and I wilt-afford them every facility, 
that is, I will collect for them as many scholars as I can get together. Let 
them teach the languages, Italian, French, and English, trigonometry, or 
measuring of land, and weighing, connected with the science of engineers ; 
but let them be men of abilities. 1 shall be glad to contribute towards 
the payment of such men.” He says again, “ | am obliged to pay those 
who come to be instructed, to some 30, to some 40, to some 100 piastres 
per month, and even then with difficulty can I persuade them to come ; 


so ignorant and barbarous are the people of this country, whether Copts 
or Levantines.” 


HUM1iN DEPRAVITY. 


In the spring of 1822, at Canton, in China, two cases occurred of 
children murdering their parents. When seized by government, both 
the unhappy criminals refused all sustenance, with the design of starving 
themselves to death. Being distant from the residence of the governor, 
(where by a law they should have been bound toa cross and cut to pieces, 
so suffering death in a slow and ignominious manner, ) they would have 
died of inanition before they could have reached the place; in conse- 
quence of which, the local magistrates bastinadoed them till they died. 

Recent accounts from Pekin mention the case of a young woman who 
murdered her husband’s father. But this father lived in an incestuous 
adultery with the son’s wife ; and to facilitate this illicit commerce he had 
murdered his son. The incestuous widow, to revenge her husband’s 
death, killed her own paramour, her husband’s father and murderer ! 
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A Tartar nobleman, who was born a Christian, and had suffered per- 
secution and exile a few years, has abjured his faith, and trampled a cross 
under his feet, to prove the sincerity of his recantation. 

During the short space of a few months, it came to the Emperor of 
China’s own knowledge, that local magistrates, either to extort evidence 
for or against the truth, had tortured to death no less than seven witnesses, 
and some of these were women. R. M. 


CHINESE NOTIONS OF A FUTURE STATE. 


From the Indo-Chinese Gleaner. 


The Chinese must have a very irrational idea, as it would seem, of 
the state of the dead, from their supposing that houses, and garments, and 
money, and food, are wanted by spirits in that state. Paper houses, and 
gilt garments, are commonly burnt and sent by fire to the invisible state, 
for friends deceased. However, we have lately had an instance here of a 
complete wardrobe, consisting of silks, sables, &c. to the amount of eight 
thousand dollars, being all consumed for the service of a rich old mer- 
chant, who died about four months ago. His son, who has committed 
this folly, is a person of education, and of the Joo-Keaou, or sect of phi- 
losophers in China. 

The brother of the deceased also departed this life but a few months 
ago, and left a large and necessitous family, in which similar expensive 
and useless rites were performed. Such cases are some of the minor 
temporal ills arising from the superstition of fallen reason, but when 
compared with the burning a widow, the burning of a wardrobe is indeed 
but a light evil. 


INDIA.—surat. 


Extract from the Journal of the Rev. Alexander Fyvie, of Surat. 


September 1, 1822.—Preached in one of our native school-rooms. On 
my arrival, found only our native school-masters, the native readers, and 
a few school children assembled. Being seated, I desired the reader to 
begin, which he immediately did. Having finished his allotted portion, 
and no more hearers appearing, | said to the schoolmasters present, 
“ the people are not come, and | suppose you would not have come 
either, had it not been that you are my servants, and were afraid that by 
stopping away you w uld have displeased me.” They nodded assent, 
and by their looks to each other, seemed to say, Sahib knows our hearts. 
At last, one said, “ \\ hat Sahib says is very true ; the mind of man is en- 
tangled with the affairs of this world. Man is sunk into himself.” 

Several persons coming in, ! read an account of Christ’s incarnation, 
his miracles, and great patience under sufferings ; and the cause and de- 
sign of his sufferings and death. When they heard of his sufferine and 
death as an atonement for the sins of men, they appeared affected. In- 
deed, I observe that this subject generally makes them feel. The abso- 
lute necessity of an atonement for sin ought never to be lost sight of in 
the preaching of a missionary ; and it ought to be a prominent part in 
every tract published for distribution among the heathen. I find that 
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this subject is talked over among the natives who read our books, and 
hear our instructions. Let us pray, my dear Sir, that this subject may 
be seen by the heathen in all its glory, and felt by them in all its trans- 
forming influence. I concluded: the service by prayer, and gave away 
about 20 parts of the Googuratee New Testament. 

Before going to worship, I was visited by a Mahommedan, who said 
he had heard of my giving away books among the people, and there was 
areport that 1200 Hindoos had become Christians. I said I had not 
heard any such report, and I presumed it was false. But why should 
the people not become Christians? He said, “if they do become 
Christians, how are they to obtain a livelihood?” I said, just as they 
had done formerly; ‘ The kingdom of God was not meat and drink,’ &c. 
&c. He acknowledged all this, but said, that if we could give the people 
a living, there was no doubt but that some thousands would embrace 
Christianity. I told him, that such converts would not be worth having; 
we did not wish to make peuple Christians in this way, nor by force, as 
Mahomed had done. ‘These were the means people used to propagate 
false religions ; but truth required nosuch means. He appeared to think 
all this very good, and said, that converts from conviction were the only 
right ones. May the Lord convert his soul. 

September 8th.—Preached again, at the same school-room; had a 
good congregation, most of whom were strangers. My text was, “ God 
so loved the world,” &c. &c. The subject was quite new to the peo- 
ple, and when they heard of Jesus and the resurrection, like the people 
of old, they seemed to think I was a setter forth of new Gods; for one. 
asked, if this Jesus I preached, was the god of the white people, or whose 
god was he? I replied, he was the Saviour of sinners ; that all men, of 
every colour, were sinners, and that it was his duty, and the duty of 


every sinner, to believe on this Jesus, who died for the salvation of 
sinners. 


SS 


ANECDOTES. 


ANECDOTE oF THE LaTE C. GLover, Ese. or BirnmIncHaM. 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 

Sir—Having undertaken to advocate the cause of two congrega- 
tions involved in debt, | waited on Mr. G.; after the usual civilities 
had been interchanged, the prime object of my visit was stated, when 
he remarked, ‘* Truly, Sir, | do not know what to say :” he. paused, 
then added, ‘* | have already given to four cases this morning.” On 
my remarking I was glad to hear it, he said, ** Why glad? surely 
this makes against your cases His statement was met with, “ Sir, I 
am persuaded that the gentleman who has already given to four cases, 
will not dismiss those | present unsanctioned.”” He subscribed a 
guinea, and showed that he was not content without his liberal heart 
devising still more liberal things; he called a wealthy person into 
the room, that she might have a new opportunity of doing good ; from 
her I received an addition of two guineas. If | mistake not, this 
occurred as early as eleven o'clock in the morning. 

How do the circumstances at which I have glanced, reprove those 
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professors who appear to lay aside the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ, nay, common decency, when a most respectful application is 
made to them in behalf of the best of causes! 


I am, Sir, Yours truly. 
Bridgnorth. S. B. 


MISSIONARY ANECDOTE. 


When the little Calmuc congregation, formed by the Moravian mis- 
sionary, Schill, removed from their horde into the vicinity of Sarep- 
ta, that they might become incorporated with the brethren’s congre- 
gation there, father Steinmere, 83 years of age, one of the first mis- 
sionaries that settled at Sarepta, seized his staff, which he had long 
ago laid aside, and, by the help of a friendly conductor, went out to 
their camp, about three miles distant, to see with his own eyes these 
first fruits of that heathen nation for which he had so long laboured 
and prayed. After beholding them, and hearing them in their own 
language sing the sufferings, death, and redemption of Jesus, their 
Saviour, he returned home, thanking and praising God, and two days 
after closed his eyes and departed in peace. 


SLAVE ANECDOTE. 


Pompey, a negro, previous to the American revolution, being sus- 
pected of having stolen goods in his possession, was taken before a 
certain justice of the peace, in the county of Philadelphia, and charg- 
ed with the offence. The negro acknowledged the fact, and made 
the following decisive defence :—‘‘ Massa Justice, me know me got 
dem tings from Tom, dere, and me tink Tom teal dem too ; but what 
den, massa? dey be only a piccaninny knife and a piccaninny cork- 
screw ; one cost sixpence and tudder a shilling, and me pay Tom for 
dem honestly, massa.”” ‘‘ A very pretty story, truly,’’ said his wor- 
ship, ‘‘ you know they were stolen, and yet allege in excuse, you 
paid honestly for them; I’ll teach you better law than that, sirrah! 
Don’t you know, Pompey, the receiver is as bad as thethief? You 
must, you black rascal, be severely whipt.”’ ‘* Very well, massa, if 
de black rascal be whipt for buying tolen goods, me hope de white 
rascal be whipt too for same ting, when you catch him, as well as 
Pompey.” ‘ To be sure,” replied the justice. ‘* Well den,” says 
Pompey, ‘‘ here be Tom’s massa; hold him fast, constable, he buy 
Tom as | buy de piccaninny knife and de piccaninny corkscrew. He 
know bery well poor ; om be tolen from his poor old fadder and mud- 
der ; de knife and de corkscrew hab neder.’? Such was the justice, 
as well as the severity of Pompey’s address, that, after a short pause, 
the magistrate, with the consent of Tom’s master, dismissed him, 
and discharged the action. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 








For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN IMPORTANT 


IN A RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW. 


In our estimation of the importance of the conversion of seamen, 
shall we leave their personal salvation out of the question? This 
may indeed be done by the man who acts only from the motives of 
this world ; but it should seem hardly possible for a Christian, be- 
cause he is supposed to know, in some measure, at least, the worth 
of the soul, and to be influenced by that knowledge in all that he 
does for the kingdom of Christ. It can never be a matter of indif- 
ference with the Christian, in as far as his conduct is concerned, if 
properly viewed, either in time or in eternity,whether the souls of 
sailors go to heaven or hell. He must, from the very nature of his 
pious feelings, desire their salvation ; and the same feelings will also 
lead him to lend his cheerful aid to any probable system of means 
which has for its object their conversion to Christ. Let any Chris- 
tian tell me what the sailor is profited ‘‘if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?’ And then tell me what good he has 
done to him, if he have not done something to save his soul: and 
till something is done by you to bring sailors to salvation, can you 
be said, in truth, to have done * good unto all men,” even as you 
have had opportunity ; and to have abounded in that charity which 
“‘seeketh not her own.” Look at that poor, degraded, profligate 
sailor! and tell me, Christian, can you see any reason why that 
man’s soul is not as important to him as yours is to you? Do you 
know any reason why he cannot be as bright a star in the constella- 
tion of glory in heaven as yourself? Do you, in one word, know 
any reason why the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be as much glorified 
in raising him up from that debasement and wretchedness to a crown 
of honour, glory, and immortality, as he can in raising you up to 
the same glory and honour ? Nay, may there not arise from that pro- 
fane tongue a note of praise to the Redeemer, which you can never 
reach? All this, surely, is very possible; and since where the 
grace of God does prevail over sin, it abounds much more where 
sin has abounded, there is reason to believe that, in many instances, 
it will actually be the case. Now if these things lie even within the 
province of possibility, then the question with you, Christian, is, do 
you love your Redeemer, and desire that his glory may be advanc- 
ed? and why, then, not desire it advanced in the salvation of sailors ? 
The Church of Jesus Christ, which you love, needs the seamen 
among her sons. This has already appeared, and | trust will appear 
still more strongly soon. Now if the church needs the aid of sai- 
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lors, if their souls are worth as much to them as other men’s souls 
are to them, and if Jesus Christ can, for aught that we can see, be as 
much glorified in the salvation of a sailor as in the salvation of any 
other man, then, surely, nothing appears to us why the salvation of 
the sailor’s own soul should not be as important in our view as the 
salvation of any other man’s soul; and, consequently, nothing ap- 
pears why we should not pay as much attention to their spiritual 
life as we should to that of the heathen, or even to the destitute of 
our own country. Are these destitute, our friends and brethren, who 
are frequently amongst us? And do we not know that the sailors are 
the same? And if this fact proves any thing in favour of the desti- 
tute in our own country over the heathen, it will surely prove as 
much in favour of the seamen ; besides, the fact that the sailor has 
a vastly more extended influence in the world than the destitute in 
the interior can have. The foreign missionary societies are, deserv- 
edly, popular, and receive a good portion of public patronage. The 
same, also, is fact in regard to the societies for domestic missions ; 
and I wish them an hundredfold increase, because I think them wor- 
thy. But why should the societies for the salvation of seamen be 
almost forgotten amidst the profusion of benevolence? Neither of 
the above institutions will ever affect seamen to any great extent; 
and the time, I trust, will soon come when Christians will realize 
that sailors are men, and that it is worth their while to do something 
for their salvation. Then will there be many presents sent unto the 
Lord expressly for the purpose of giving the Bread of Life to sai- 
lors. There is still one other view of the importance of the conver- 
sion of sailors which | wish to present before | close this article. It 
arises from the very obvious fact that the latter day of glory can ne- 
ver come till seamen are extensively alive in Christ Jesus. 

The christian world, in accordance with prophecy, have long 
been looking and praying for the time which has been called ‘+ The 
day of Zion’s glory, and the triumph of the church, when universal 
peace and holiness will fill the world.” Christians have looked for 
such a time, because the Bible tells them that the ‘* dominzon’’ of 
Jesus Christ or his church * shall be from sea even to sea, and from 
the river even to the ends of the earth’—Zech. ix. 10. That the 
God of mercy ‘ will extend peace”’ to his church “ like a river, and 
the glory of the geutiles like a flowing stream’’— Isaiah, Ixvi. 12. 
The Holy Ghost, by the mouth of David, calls the church ‘* The 
joy of the whole eurth’’—in the 48th Psalm. And, in perfect accor- 
dance with this, the prophet Isaiah tells us ‘‘ That the Zion of the 
Holy One of Israel” shall yet become ‘an eternal excellency, a 
song of many generations’—Isaiah, Ix. 15. A declaration of very 
much the same import is found in Isaiah, lii. 10, where it is said— 
‘The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall-see the salvation of our God.” 
And again, Isaiah, xxxv. 7—10. ‘In the habitation of dragons, 
where each lay, shall be grass, with reeds and rushes. And an high- 
way shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called, The way of 
holiness ; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those - 
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the way-faring men, though fools, shall not err therein.’ No lion 
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon; it shall 
not be found there ; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”” This very clearly marks 
the time of which God speaks in Isaiah, Ixvi 23—* All flesh shall 
come to worship before me, saith the Lord.” I might also mention 
the prediction of the stone, which became a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth; Dan. ii. 34, 35, 45; with the interpretation 
of it in Dan. vii. 14, 27. I might also mention the parable of our 
Lord, Matthew, xiii. 33, in which he compares his gospel in this 
world to leaven in meal; and in connection with it, the declaration 
in Rom. xi. 12, that the fulness or conversion of the Jews shall be 
much more the riches of the world than was their dispersion ; and al- 
so that in 1 Cor. xv. 25, that Christ ‘‘ must reign till he hath pat all 
enemies under his feet.” That will be the time spoken of in Rev. 
xi. 15—** The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
This will be the millennium, or the thousand years of the reign of 
Jesus Christ with his saints on the earth—Rev. xx. 2—6G, and v. 10. 
These are a few out of the many promises in the Bible which make 
Christians look for a time when sin shall be driven from this guilty 
world, and holiness to the Lord reign in all its mighty population ; 
and such a time will come, although the heathen may again and again 
rage, and the enemies of Christ blaspheme ; for the Lord hath spo- 
ken it, and he will accomplish it in his time. It has inspired many 
hopes, breathed in many prayers, and animated many songs of praise, 
even in dungeons and in chains. Even poets have caught the soul- 
inspiring flame, and sung of the times to come, when— 


«The dwellers in the vale and on the rocks 
“Shout to each other ; and the mountain tops, 
‘From distant mountains, catch the flying joy ; 
« Till nation after nation, taught the strain, 
“Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.” 


This is a day that many prophets and christians have desired to 
see, and have not seen it; and it will be in vain for others to look 
for it, who desire it, unless there be more attention paid to the con- 
version of Seamen than the world has ever yet seen. It is most in- 
dubitably certain that the church and the religion of Jesus Christ can 
never fill the world, and be the glory and joy of all the nations, so 
long as there are so many hundred thousand ungodly seamen going 
to and fro in all the earth, sinning and tempting to sin, by every act 
and device which a desperately wicked heart can devise. It is, I 
apprehend, quite in vain for Christians to pray for the kingdom of 
God to come ana fill the world, with the least expectation that it will 
come, or even that it can come, until sailors are converted to Christ. 
They may pray as they will, they may send missionaries to the hea- 
then and to the destitute in their own borders, and they shall never 
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see exten*ive triumphs while they have neither labours, nor alms, 
nor prayérs, for the long-neglected sea-worn and weather-beaten 
mariner. But once let ‘‘the abundance of the sea” be converted 
to the faith of Christ: let every one who goes down to the sea sing 
a new song unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands : in 
one word, let God become the confidence of all them that are afar 
off upon the sea, and we shall then begin to realize the importance 
of Christian seamen, to bring in the day of Zion’s glory. Such sai- 
lors will themselves become active missionaries in all parts of the 
earth, and will carry with them the savour of Christ’s name, and be- 
come the active agents in extending the triumphs of that cross which 
is destined to become the banner of the world, and a standard under 
which the nations are to sit, undisturbed and quiet from fear of evil. 
Such sailors will then carry Jews as missionaries, and Gentiles as 
converts to the Lord God of salvation; and their silver, and their 
gold, and their vessels will be holiness unto the Lord of Hosts. 
They will be the first to tell the tidings of every new triumph which 
the gospel achieves, till the whole lump shall be leavened, and earth 
and sea join in one common anthem of praise to God and the Lamb; 
and every seaman catch the poet’s strain, and say— 


‘¢ Shout to the Lord, ye surging seas, 
“In your eternal roar ; 

‘¢ Let wave to wave resound his praise, 
«¢ And shore reply to shore.” 


* From pole to pole salvation’s heard ; 

: * Jesus is own’d, is lov d, and fear’d! 

‘ “From east to west the Berue flies, 
* And songs of praise ascend the skies ' 


*<Enlighten’d sailors now shall raise 

«¢ Anthems to their Redeemer’s praise! 

« Through heathen nations loud proclaim 
“‘ Salvation free in Jesus’ name !” 


Seamen among the heathen will then tell the story of Jesus’ love, 
and talk of all the excellencies of the Zion of our God. Should they 
find a solitary wanderer, on whose heart the darkness and doubt of 
sin still rested, they would, by presenting the beauties of Zion, en- 
deavour to dispel it. They will then be able, with more confidence 
than at present, to direct the doubting to the moral order and beauty 
of Zion. They may well invite them, and say, ‘* come with us, and 
walk about Zion, and let us go quite round her, that we may see all 
her strength, safety, and beauty : tell now the number and strength 
of her towers: God is known in her for a refuge and defence. Mark 
well her bulwarks, for’ she has salvation for walls and bulwarks. 
Consider now her palaces, what beauty and safety to all who are 
thus admitted to the'city of the Great King, for this God is our God, 
and the God and defence of all the inhabitants of Zion, for ever and 
ever. We invite you to this view, that you may tell it to generations 
following, and thus save both yourself and those who shall look to 
you for the path of life and salvation in Christ Jesus.’’ When sailors, 








few OO & FO ee mee ee SS FOUL 


on 


is 











Jl Sailor’s Letter to his Minister. 285 


generally, shall begin to do this, Christians may then expect soon to 
see the glory of the Lord in the conversion of the nations ; and they 
may expect seamen to do this when they shall receive from the 
Christian Charch that attention which their situation demands ; for 
then they shall sing of the majesty and grace of the Lord, and shout 
of his mercies with a loud voice from the sea. Then, from the ut- 
termost parts of the earth, shall be heard songs, as though all earth 
and sea had united to give a general concert of praise and glory to 
the righteons ; and to pour a united doxology to God, even to the 
Lamb that was slain. Tue FRienp or Seamen. 


A SAILOR’S LETTER TO HIS MINISTER. 


, Philadelphia, Feb. 5, 1823, 

Reverenp Sir—I am conscious while writing this letter, that | am 
taking a great liberty by addressing myself to you; but | hope and 
trust, from your known kindness, that you will forgive this my for- 
wardness. My only excuse is, that | am certain I shall feel easier 
at heart by doing so; for really, Sir, | have felt a great change in 
my mind since | first attended the Mariners’ Church, which was the 
Sunday before last. Your affecting exhortation to sailors (to which 
profession [ belong) touched my heart, and caused me to search my- 
self. Ah! Sir, | am sorry to add that I found things in a bad state. 
It is true, | used to pray sometimes, but | shudder when I think of 
the manner in which it was done. Alas! it was not like praying to 
Him whom we owe every thing to—no, it was like a school-boy hur- 
rying over his lessons. 

At my father’s house we had prayers every evening ; but when 1 
went to sea I got accustomed to vice and immorality, and in the 
course of a year | forgot to pray, and of course had learned to curse 
and swear. At length a circumstance took place which put a stop to 
that awful practice with me. One evening, going aloft, something 
vexed me, and | began, as was commonly my way, to curse and swear, 
damning the ship and every thing that came into my mind. In the 
midst of my blaspheming | missed my huld, and would have fallen to 
the deck had not a rope fortunately swung out, which I succeeded 
in catching. Think, Sir, what must have been my feelings when I 
came to reflect on the foregoing circumstance! | had narrowly es- 
caped being plunged into eternity with curses on my tongue! And, 
when in the top, | prayed to God to make me more fit to die. Never 
shall I forget this circumstance ; | firmly believe it was intended as 
a warning to me. Yet. Sir, | had another, more dreadful than the 
first. 1 was hunted by savages—my life was threatened in my own 
hearing, for | lay concealed many hours in the midst of them; but 
I prayed to God to deliver me, and he heard my prayers, for I es- 
caped in the night, and got to the ship, to the surprise of my com- 
panions. I too have been singularly blessed by the Lord. I have 
escaped where many have fallen; | have gone through many dan- 
gers, and have been so low with the tropical diseases, that my life 
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was given up. One physician went so far as to tell me I could not 
live one month after | reached America, yet | have retarned in safe- 
ty to my friends ; and I am sorry to say that the great mercies shown 
to me were nearly forgotten, till your words, your entreaties, your 
exhortations, forced me to retire within myself, and i there found that 
I had not only cause to pray, but to thank the Lord for the many mer- 
cies he had shown me. 

How greatly do | regret that I had not attended your church soon- 
er! It was with great difficulty | was persnaded, but now how great a 
change! | wait impatiently for the Sabbath to return, to attend your 
church. The only reason | can assign for my former prejudice 
against the Mariners’ Church was, that, when in Liverpool, several 
years ago, | went to hear a tan preach on board a ship; | did not 
doubt his good intentions, for he was known to be a good man; but 
he introduced so many technical terms into his discourse, most of 
which he misapplied, that it cansed many present to laugh, so that I 
never went to hear him again. I, for a time, thought sailors insulted 
that he should use these terms to them, as if they could not under- 
Stand any other; but the more | thought of it, the better | thought 
of it. 

But, when [ first attended your church, I was so struck with the 
manner in which you explained the 2d chapter of St. John, that I 
was sorry when the chapter was ended. It seemed so uncommonly 
short, that, when I went home, I got the Bible to see if all of it had 
been read. Your manner of explaining was so new to me that | could 
hardly think it the same chapter. But I find, that by reading-attentive- 
ly in the Bible, we every where discover new beauties. 

Excuse the length of this letter, but the subject has become so 
pleasant to me that | could write from page to page. But I feel, 
Sir, | am taking up your precious time ; yet | hope you will pardon 
my last request, which is, that you will pray for me and my advance- 
ment in religion. 

Farewell, dear Sir; but please excuse my name, as I do not feel 
myself deserving to be known to you, but | pray to God to make me 
so, and | hope at some future period to disclose it to you with plea- 
gure. | would also thank you if you would give out the title of that 
new hymn-book which you received last Sunday. 

Adieu, dear Sir, and believe me, [ remain yours affectionately. 


eed A SINNER. 
Rev. J. Eastburn. 
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AT NEW-YORK. 


Tuesday, July 8.—The Bethel Meeting was held on board the 
brig Sereno, Captain Harding, near Fulton market. Every possible 
attention was paid for our accommodation in lights and seats. About 
200 were on board. 


We cannot forbear expressing the pleasure we feel in seeing such 
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a meeting as we had this evening ; it increases our wonder, that the 
Lord should take any notice of our feeble and imperfect endeavours 
in calling wandering sailors home from their habitations of ruin to 
the gospel feast, and see them enlist under the banner of Christ: 
‘This is the Lord’s doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”’ He 
begins to extend his cloud of mercy from the British Isles and Arctic 
Seas to the United States of America ; and drops down seeds of grace 
into the hearts of American mariners. 

_We can now hear commanders of vessels say, ‘I am not ashamed 
of Christ, he is precious to my soul, I can lay his precepts, his tes- 
timony, and gospel, before my crew, and then present them, with 
myself, before his mercy seat, and pour out my heart to God in 
prayer, morning and -evening, in supplication, thanksgiving, and 
geen We see these feelings are not confined to the quarter-deck, 

ut they have extended to the forecastle, where some hearts have 
been touched with the fire of divine love, and say, with their bro- 
ther sailor of old, ‘‘ Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee ; I will lay down my life for thy sake ; for thy pre- 
cious book says unto me and my sea-faring brethren, ‘ that the sea 
shall be converted unto God.” 

We hope the time will soon come when the port of New-York 
will not be ustern of the port of London in labour and love for the 
salvation of seamen ; and that we may have a Gambier, a Smith, a 
Mead, a Marshall, and many others, who consecrate their time and 
property for the important purpose of preparing seamen to carry 
the gospel in their hearts and hands to all parts of the world. 

The Rev. Mr. Truair read a part of the 27th chapter of Acts ; 
some very appropriate remarks were made, which related to the 
wreck of the ship St. Paul was in, which contained 276 heathen 
souls, who were saved from a watery grave and a wretched eternity, 
through the means of the prayer of one Christian who was on board. 

In all ages of the world God has said, look unto me from all the 
ends of the earth, and ye shall be saved. Thousands of lives have 
been spared on the ocean in answer to prayer. ‘Ihe Lord has pity 
and compassion on all those who cry unto him when they are in 
trouble, if they have broken hearts and contrite spirits. 

What a sailor said this evening in respect to prayer, convinced 
many on board who were never at a Bethel Meeting before, that 
seamen, while on the ocean, stood in need of prayers from every 
Christian who lives on shore. 

The Rev. Mr. Chase made the concluding prayer, imploring Al- 
mighty God to own and bless the exercises and devotions we had been 
engaged in. Five addresses were given, and five prayers were made 
to and for a solemn and attentive audience. Many Tracts were 
eagerly received. 

On Tuesday evening, July 15, the Bethel Union held a prayer- 
meeting ov board of the ship London Packet, Captain Benedict, east 
side of Coffee-House-slip. At a quarter after 8 o’clock the services 
commenced ; one hundred and fifty seamen and landmen were pre- 
sent. There were many men and women on board who were never 
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at a Bethel meeting before. It is impossible to give a correct state- 
ment of all that was said in exhortations and prayers. We may always 
vary in our exercises, but not from the object for which we assem- 
ble. A union of sentiments of all denominations of Christians has 
always pervaded every heart in these meetings. We say every de- 
nomination ; it is those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and are willing to follow his example in going about doing good. 
This unity of spirit was brought to view this evening, and the won- 
derful effects it had already produced among seamen; which exhi- 
larates our feelings and animates our desires to go on in this glorious 
cause. Our united feelings are not confined to the Bethel Union, but 
it extends to the Marine Bible Society ; the same union of sentiments 
for that institution has united our hearts together in brotherly love ; 
and in these prayer-meetings we can always lift our hearts to God, 
that he will incline every mariner to read the Bible, and apply its 
important truths with power to every heart, that they may carry it 
with them from shore to shore, and from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth, and increase the blessed effects it bas already produced 
in many seamen’ hearts. 

And these combinations, among various persuasions, is not confin- 
ed, to the Bethel Union and Marine Bible Society ; it goes to the 
Floating Chapels and Mariners’ Churches in all parts of the world. 
Great Britain and the United States of America have laid the founda- 
tion stone for erecting a temple to the living God, for the spread of 
the gospel among mariners. Although we may differ in our political 
sentiments, we do not vary one hair in our religious principles re- 
specting the salvation of seamen: our hearts are as one man giving 
glory to God for what he is doing for the souls of mariners, and in 
forming various institutions for the purposes of carrying on his glo- 
rious designs. Although there are 65 Bethel Unions, 33 Marine Bi- 
ble Societies, and 14 or 15 Floating Chapels and Churches, in three 
quarters of the globe, yet they are, in principles and motives, one 
Bethel, one Bible Society, and one Church. 

The congregation of the Mariner’s Church contains eight hundred 
thousand souls, which may be made, through the blessing of God, 
missionaries of the cross of Christ in every clime throughout the 
world. The Mariner’s Church, in the city of New-York, is not limit- 
ed to a less number ; the doors are opened for every mariner from 
every nation under heaven, not in New-York only, but in many 
ports in the United States, in union with many in Europe and Asia; 
althongh we are separa‘ed by the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, yet we 
can go hand in hand, in perfect union, in one of the best employments 
on the face of the earth, which we are sure the Lord will own and 
bless. 

These observations, with many other things which were said, made 
very serious impressions on the minds of many present; several 
seamen appeared to be much distressed, in sobs and tears. While 
they were receiving the Tracts they said many things in favour of the 
meeting ; one sailor said, ‘‘ | am determined to serve the Lord, | can- 
not live as I have done,” and that with a very solemn —s 








